Writing a Character Analysis

The Character Analysis

· A character analysis involves a thorough, detailed examination of all aspects of a literary character. 

· Answering questions dealing with the following aspects of any literary character will enable you to write a good, perceptive character analysis.

Appearance

· What is the character’s stature? 

· Is the character tall or short, lean or portly, muscular or gaunt? 

· Does the character stand and walk upright or does the character stoop?

· Is the character’s posture affected by injury or disability?  

· If so, what is it and how did it occur? 

What are the visual attributes of the character’s appearance: 

· Hair color

· Eye color

· Condition of teeth

· Shape of facial features

· Birthmarks

· Scars

· Tattoos

What distinguishing items does the character wear?

· Clothing items (e.g. specialized work clothes)

· Jewelry

· Odd eyeglasses, watches, etc.

· Shoes, boots, sandals, etc.

· Hats and coats

· Items attached to belt, pockets, etc.

What distinguishing behavior does the character manifest?

· Habits (smoking, drinking, eating, etc.

· Preferences (music, literature, etc.)

· Speech (clichés, favorite sayings, stall words, etc.)

· Demeanor (argumentativeness, helpfulness, etc.)

What is the character’s age and physical condition?

· What is the character’s age, exactly or approximately?

· What is the state of the character’s health (good, poor, sickly?)

· Does the character have any specific physical ailments or disabilities?

· Is the character frail, muscular, fit, obese, etc.)?

What is the character’s occupation?

· Job

· Hobbies

· Avocations

· Other uses of spare time

What is the character’s religion and/or philosophy?

· Does the character have a specific religious belief?

· Does it influence the character’s behavior or create internal conflict for the character?

· Does the character have a specific philosophical belief?

· Does it influence the character’s behavior or create internal conflict for the character?

What does the character’s dialog reveal?

· Origin

· Education

· Attitude

· Intelligence

· Role in events in the story

Does the character have a secret?

· Does the reader know what it is?

· At what point in the narrative does the reader learn about it?

· Is it revealed to other characters in the story?

· What role does it play in the plot?

What do others say about the character?

· What do other characters say about the character to him, or to others?

· What does the narrator say about the character?

· What do you say about the character?

Is the character drawn from history or fact?

· Does the character have a symbolic or allegorical link to a real person or a character from 


Religious literature


Mythology


Established works of fiction or drama


History

What does the character’s name suggest?

· Authors rarely name characters at random.

· Does the character’s name sound similar or in other ways suggest an allegorical or symbolic relationship to a real or fictional person?

· Do the character’s initials suggest a symbolic or allegorical identity?

How does the character develop during the plot?

· Does the character undergo any changes during the course of the plot?

· Does the character do or say anything that overturns the reader’s assumptions about the character’s nature?

· Does the character experience a change of heart?

Writing the 
Character Analysis

· Determine the answers to any of the questions presented that apply to the character in question.  We are focusing on the analysis of the character’s personality.  Why does s/he think, act, react, and feel as s/he does?  What motivates her/him?

· Isolate the answers in groups or details that address similar areas of character.

· Develop paragraphs that elaborate in detail on these points and use examples or quotations from the work to illustrate your points.  Remember, your goal is the body paragraph(s) for this assignment.

· Express your opinions as facts drawn from the way the author presents the character.
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